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hen Captain Arthur 
Phillip sailed into Sydney 
Harbour in search of a site for his 
settlement, one of his first 
requirements was for a reliable 
water supply. As he sailed around 
what is now Bennelong Point 
and the site of the Opera House, 
he saw a stream 40 metres wide 
running into Sydney Harbour. 
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The Tank Stream S.W.C. 


his scale plan of the Tank Stream 


shows its relationship to various streets 
and buildings on the surface. Changes in shape of 


the structure are marked by the letters ‘A’ to 
‘M: The following is the key to the plan: 


Section A-B (from Angel Place to the rear of 
Commercial Union House): Constructed in 
1866 with minor alterations in 1878. 


Brick oviform: 1.22 m. high x 0.81m. wide 

(4 0” x 2' 8”) approx. 100m. long. 

Section B-C(at the rear of Commercial Union 
House): 
“Originally constructed in 1878 and relaid in 
January 1962. 

Concrete pipe: 1.50m. (5' 0”) dia. - approx. 
28.3m. long. 


Section C-D (at the rear of 105-107 Pitt Street): 


Originally constructed in 1878 and relaid 
in 1958. 

Steel Pipe: 1.37 m. (4' 6”) dia. - approx. 
11.7m long. 


Section D-E (to the manhole in Hunter 
Street): 

Constructed in 1878. 

Brick oviform: 1.37 m. high x 0.91 m. wide 
(+ 6” x 3° O”), approx. 37m. long. 
Sections E-F and FG (along Tank Stream 
Way): 

Constructed in 1860 by the City Council. 
Stone channel: 1.52 m. high x 3.05m. wide 
(5° 0” x 10’ 0”) of varying shape — approx. 
39m. in length. 


THE TANK STREAM 


Section G-H (through the “Australia Square” 


site, to Bond Street): 
This deviation was constructed in 1965 
through the site of the original Head Office 
building of the A.M.P. Society to permit 
closure of the central section of 

Hamilton Street. 

Concrete box section: 1.83m. high x 1.22m. 
wide (6° 0” x 4 0”) - approx. 88.6m. long. 
Section H-J (through the basement of the 
“New Zealand Insurance” Building): 

This deviation was constructed in 1975. 

A further section of Hamilton Street was 
closed to permit the erection of the third 
home of the Sydney Stock Exchange. 


This section of the Tank Stream forms an 
aqueduct through the basement of the 
building. 

Reinforced concrete box section: 1.83m. high x 
1.22m. wide (6' 0” x + 0”) forming an 
aqueduct approx. 53m. long. 


Section J-K (along Tank Stream Wav): 
Constructed in 1800 by the Citv Council. 
Again, no early plans are available. 

Stone arch construction: 1.52 m. high x 
3.05m. wide (5° 0" x 10' 0") — approx. 
38.4m. long. 

Section K-L (at the corner of Bridge Street 
and Tank Stream Wav): 

Constructed in 1878. 

A transition section between the stone channel 
and the brick oviform sections - approx. 
10m. long. 


Section L-M (from Bridge Street to the 
interception chamber in Pitt Street at 

Crane Place): 

Constructed in 1878 this deviation brought 
the Tank Stream out of its old, natural course 
into the middle of Pitt Street and under what 
ultimately became the tram-lines. A little 
more than half-way along this section a 
manhole has been offset to the east, clear of 
the old tram-lines. 

Brick oviform: 1.68m. high x 1.12m. wide 

(5° 6" x 3'8") - approx. 172m. long. 


hen Captain Arthur 

Phillip sailed into Sydney 
Harbour in search of a site for his 
settlement, one of his first 
requirements was for a reliable 
water supply. As he sailed around 
what is now Bennelong Point 
and the site of the Opera House, 
he saw a stream 40 metres wide 
running into Sydney Harbour. 


On February 17, 1988 the Water Board with 
Lend Lease Corporation completed a project 
to allow public access to the Tank Stream. 


The entry point is from the basement in the 
Plaza Building in Australia Square. Bookings 
are required. Please telephone the Water 
Board Public Relations Department on 

(02) 269 5163. 


Ep) WATER BOARD 


SYDNEY- ILLAWARRA — BLUE MOUNTAINS 


Corner Bathurst & Pitt Streets, Sydney 2000. 
Telephone 269 6969. 


